SERMON, SEPTEMBER 26,2010, 18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Wednesday, September 29 the church remembers Michael and all Angels.

Angels are not like the other saints on the Church's calendar who were all human beings. 

Angels are celestial beings created on a higher order than man. They are completely spiritual beings; they have intelligence and will; they are personal and immortal creatures. Angels are the servants and messengers of God -- in fact, this is what the word "angel" means. 

Several different kinds (or ranks) of angels are mentioned in the Bible: angels, archangels, cherubim, seraphim, thrones, choirs, dominions, principalities, and powers.

Michael the archangel, whose name in Hebrew means "Who is like God?", is revered as the leader of the angelic army who will conquer Satan and his armies of demons, and is considered the defender of the Church.

 Michael is more often represented in art than any other angelic being. He is often shown wearing armor, in the act of slaying the great Dragon of the Apocalypse [Satan] in Revelation 12:7-9.

I have said this before and I will say it again, angels are not your dead relatives!

Your dead relatives are not flying around with wings on!

Thursday, September 30, the church remembers Jerome, translator and teacher, who died in 420.

Jerome is remembered as the man who translated the Bible from Greek and Hebrew into the common language of the day-Latin Vulgate.

Vulgate means common.

Thanks to the work of Jerome many people were able to read and understand the Bible and lead a life of faith.

Today’s service probably should have come with a warning!

All 3 readings concern money and the problems it can cause the one having it or wanting it!

We start with Amos.
Israel is living in great wealth!

But God is not happy about it because the wealthy are not sharing with the poor!

A dramatic drop in living style from the wealthy to the poor!

So the wealthy will be the very first people taken into exile when Israel is conquered!

In exile their past wealth will be totally gone!

It will be utterly useless to them!

Our second reading was from 1st Timothy.

The great Apostle Paul is giving Timothy instructions on how to be a Bishop of the church.

Paul had left Timothy at Ephesus to run the church!

Now, I will be the first to say that sometimes Paul’s writing can be long and hard to understand!

But that is not the case with this reading for today!

It is crystal clear!

The very first paragraph should catch our attention!

We come into this world with nothing and we can take nothing out of it!

This would seem so obvious, yet so many never really just get the picture!

I have known people in their 90’s who seemed to think they would live forever and were still hoarding money!

Now, let me make one things clear here, I am not talking about anyone in our church who in their 90’s!

We live in a culture where money is so important!

But the day we  check-out of this life we have nothing!

Now, I  want to make something else clear here.

I am not speaking against having enough money for a comfortable retirement!

Certainly that is prudent!

That is very wise!

But, beyond that level, what is the point of having a lot of money?

Because it is human nature that the more we have, the more we want!

We can never get enough!

Paul says “FOR THE LOVE OF MONEY IS THE ROOT OF ALL KINDS OF EVIL.”

This is one of the most misquoted verses in the entire Bible!

First of all people tend to say money is the root of all evil.

No, it’s the love of money, not money!

And its all kinds of evil, not all evils!

Instead of pursing money, Paul encourages Timothy to pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.

When we do this we fight the good fight and we take hold of eternal life.

But if you are rich, Paul lays down instructions for you!

Do not be haughty.

That means do not be condescendingly proud!

Do not set your hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather set your hopes on God!

Paul says the rich are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous and ready to share!

Then they are laying a good foundation for the future!

Today’s gospel reading was from Luke!

Jesus tells a story!

I say a story because we are not sure this is a parable!

If it is a parable, it is the only one in which the characters are named!

Of course, all of us know this story well!

A man is very rich and lives extremely well!

But another man is so poor and in ill health and eats what falls from the rich man’s table.

In fact, the poor man is so bad off, the dogs lick his many sores!

Eventually, as is always the case, both die.

Now the rich man goes straight to Hades!

He does not pass go, he does not collect $200!

Guess what?
Hades is a place of torment!

Hades is extremely hot!

Now remember, Jesus is telling the story so it must be true!

You may say you do not believe in Hell but that does not get rid of Hell!

Some may say its fine to ordain those in same sex relationships, but that does not make it right, either!

Clearly there is a Hell and is not a pleasant place to be!

We do need to  make sure we avoid Hell!

But the rich man is there!

Too late now!

But what about Lazarus, the poor man?

Well, he is with Father Abraham.

Those dying in Old Testament times who were faithful to God went to a place of blessedness to await future vindication.

Notice, even in Hell, the rich man has not changed!

He still wants to order Lazarus around!

He still wants everything done for him!

But Abraham tells the rich man too late!

No can do!

You can not come to us and we can not come to you!

So the rich man then asks Abraham to send Lazarus to his father’s house because he has 5 brothers!

At least he is now thinking about someone else!

But Abraham replies that they already have Moses and the Prophets.

But the rich man says “Well if someone would come back from the dead, they would believe!

But Abraham most correctly replies that if they will not listen to Moses or the Prophets, neither will they be convinced by someone coming back from the dead.

But, wait a minute, some of you are saying, how do you know that?

Well, Jesus most certainly came back from the dead and yet still so many do not believe in him!

“Hardness of heart” it is called!

Today I see this hardness of heart everywhere!

People simply will not believe!

I read just this week that a survey found only 50.3 per cent of the households in the United States have a church home!

Imagine that, in the United States, a supposed Christian nation!

So-bottom line-what does all this mean for you and I today in Saint Joe, Indiana in 2010?

If you have riches, you best be sharing them!

Do not let money take control of your life!

Rather, give your life to Christ!

Because Jesus Christ, our Lord and Truly Risen Savior, will never forsake you!

Your money will someday be gone, but Jesus will always be here!

You know, a few short weeks ago a former member of our church died.

Jason Kline was only 30 years old!

He had a wife and two children!

A promising career in education!

But on the morning he died, his wife looked outside and saw a double rainbow!

She knew now for certain that her beloved husband was with God!

When you reach the end of this earthly life only one thing is important!

One thing and nothing more!

Do you know and accept Jesus Christ as your savior?

Do you believe he died on a cross for your sins and that he is coming again?

Whenever I have a funeral service for a Christian I always make sure people know that Paul said “Absent from the body, present with Christ!”

We are never in limbo land!

In Old Testament times, you went to Hell or you went to be with Abraham until future vindication.

Today, when you die you will awake in either heaven or hell!

Yes, there will be a bodily resurrection when Jesus returns!

But until then you will not sleep!

You will be in either heaven or hell!

No middle ground!

Like it or don’t like it, too bad, those are the only choices
!

As for me, I am headed for heaven!

Not because I am good, because I know fully well that I am by my very nature I am sinful and unclean!

I am a horrible sinner!

But the GOOD NEWS today and every day is that I know Christ died for my sins!

I know Christ forgives me when I repent and ask him to forgive me!

Although God is still molding me into a finished product, I know when my time on earth is up, heaven awaits!

Do you know that too?

I pray that you do!

AMEN

